
 

Will Durant Titles 

Will Durant was an American writer, historian, and philosopher who became best 

known for his work The Story of Civilization, 11 volumes written in collaboration 

with his wife, Ariel Durant, and published between 1935 and 1975.  

One of the most gifted prose stylists of the 20th century, Will Durant viewed 

history not as a dreary succession of impersonal dates and reigns, but as taking 

place through human beings who loved, fought, dreamed and achieved.  

Their books have sold millions of copies. The Durants spent over fifty years 

researching and writing about human behavior in their critically acclaimed eleven-

volume The Story of Civilization. His first book, The Story of Philosophy (1926), is credited as the work 

that launched Simon & Schuster as a major publishing force and that introduced more people to the 

subject of philosophy than any other book before or since.  

 

***************************************************** 

 

The Story of Civilization in 11 volumes: -- Durant’s most famous work and series – winner 

of the Pulitzer Prize 

Vol 1:  Our Oriental Heritage  (1935) 

 A history of civilization in Egypt and the Near East to the Death of Alexander, and in India, China, 

and Japan from the beginning; with an introduction on the nature and foundations of civilization. This 

is the first volume of the classic Pulitzer Prize-winning series. 
 

Vol. 2:  The Life of Greece  (1939) 
A history of Greek civilization from the beginnings, and of civilization in the Near East from the 

Death of Alexander to the Roman Conquest. This is the second volume of the classic Pulitzer Prize-

winning series. 

 

 

Vol. 3:  Caesar and Christ  (1944) 
A history of Roman civilization and of Christianity from their beginnings to A.D. 325. This is the third 

volume of the classic, Pulitzer Prize-winning series. 

 

Vol. 4: The Age of Faith (1950) 

A history of medieval civilization—Christian, Islamic, and Judaic—from Constantine to Dante: A.D. 

325-1300. This is the fourth volume of the classic, Pulitzer Prize-winning series. 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Story_of_Civilization
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Vol. 5: The Renaissance  (1953) 
The Story of Civilization, Volume V: A history of civilization in Italy from 1304-1576. This is the 

fifth volume of the classic, Pulitzer Prize-winning series. 

 

Vol. 6: The Reformation (1957) 
A history of European civilization from Wyclif to Calvin: 1300-1564.  This is the sixth volume of the 

classic, Pulitzer Prize-winning series. 

 

Vol. 7:  The Age of Reason Begins(1961) 
A history of European civilization in the period of Shakespeare, Bacon, Montaigne, Rembrandt, 

Galileo, and Descartes: 1558-1648. This is the seventh volume of the classic, Pulitzer Prize-winning 

series. 

 

 

Vol. 8: The Age of Louis XIV (1963) 
A history of European civilization in the period of Pascal, Moliere, Cromwell, Milton, Peter the Great, 

Newton, and Spinoza: 1648-1715. This is the eighth volume of the Pulitzer Prize-winning series. 

 

 

Vol. 9: The Age of Voltaire  (1965) 
A history of civilization in Western Europe from 1715 to 1756, with special emphasis on the conflict 

between religion and philosophy. This is the ninth volume of the classic, Pulitzer Prize-winning series. 
 
 

 

Vol. 10: Rousseau and Revolution (1967) 
A history of civilization in France, England, and Germany from 1756, and in the rest of Europe from 

1715 to 1789. This is the tenth volume of the classic, Pulitzer Prize-winning series. 

 

 

Vol. 11: The Age of Napoleon (1975) 
A history of European civilization from 1789 to 1815. This is the eleventh and final volume of the 

classic, Pulitzer Prize-winning series. 

 

 

 

Fallen Leaves (2014) 

The culmination of Will Durant’s sixty-plus years spent researching the philosophies, religions, arts, 

sciences, and civilizations from across the world, Fallen Leaves is the distilled wisdom of one of the 

world’s greatest minds, a man with a renowned talent for rendering the insights of the past accessible. 

In twenty-two short chapters, Durant addresses everything from youth and old age to religion, morals, 

sex, war, politics, and art. Fallen Leaves is “a thought-provoking array of opinions” (Publishers 

Weekly), offering elegant prose, deep insights, and Durant’s revealing conclusions about the perennial 

problems and greatest joys we face as a species. In Durant’s singular voice, here is a message of insight for everyone 

who has ever sought meaning in life or the counsel of a learned friend while navigating life’s journey. 

 



Greatest Minds and Ideas of All Time (2002) 

From the famed and bestselling philosopher and historian Will Durant, comes a succinct book listing 

in brief form, what everybody ought to read and know to be an "educated person," from the "Hundred 

Best Books" to the "Ten Greatest Thinkers." Here is, in effect, "The One-Minute Education,." 

From the "Hundred Best Books" to the "Ten Greatest Thinkers" to the "Ten Greatest Poets," here is a 

concise collection of the world's most significant knowledge. Durant eloquently defends his choices 

of the greatest minds and ideas, but he also stimulates readers into forming their own opinions, 

encouraging them to shed their surroundings and biases and enter "The Country of the Mind," a timeless realm 

where the heroes of our species dwell.  

 

 

Heroes of History (2001) 

Will Durant, winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the Medal of, traces for modern readers the lives and 

the ideas of the great men and women who over the centuries helped to define and create world 

civilization, from the Dawn of Man to the beginning of the Age of Reason and the modern world. 

HEROES OF HISTORY is an astonishing and triumphant work of synthesis which artfully blends 

history, biography, and philosophy into a short, concise, and incredibly readable work that will leave 

every reader, old or young, well educated or not, wiser, more understanding of the past, and more 

confident of the present and future. 

 

The Lessons of History  (1968) 

A concise survey of the culture and civilization of mankind, The Lessons of History is the result of a 

lifetime of research from Pulitzer Prize–winning historians Will and Ariel Durant. 

 

With their accessible compendium of philosophy and social progress, the Durants take us on a 

journey through history, exploring the possibilities and limitations of humanity over time. 

Juxtaposing the great lives, ideas, and accomplishments with cycles of war and conquest, the 

Durants reveal the towering themes of history and give meaning to our own. 

 

 

The Mansions of Philosophy (1929) 

(Revised 1953 under the title The Pleasures of Philosophy) 

 
Following is groundbreaking book The Story of Philosophy comes Durant’s survey of human life and 

destiny.  Durant conceived of philosophy as total perspective, or, seeing things sub specie totius, a 

phrase inspired by Spinoza's sub specie aeternitatis. He sought to unify and humanize the great body 

of historical knowledge, which had grown voluminous and become fragmented into esoteric 

specialties, and to vitalize it for contemporary application. 

The book seeks to make the personalities and systems of the major philosophers intelligible by 

transparent speech, and to vitalize them by contemporary application.  



The Story of Philosophy (1927) 

A brilliant and concise account of the lives and ideas of the great philosophers—Plato, Aristotle, 

Bacon, Spinoza, Voltaire, Kant, Schopenhauer, Spencer, Nietzsche, Bergson, Croce, Russell, 

Santayana, James, and Dewey—The Story of Philosophy is one of the great books of our time.  

The Story of Philosophy opens vistas of intellectual adventure and growth to those who hunger for 

the total perspective that is philosophy. Within its pages, Durant seeks the wisest and most 

indestructible answers from the world's greatest philosophers to the persistent and fundamental 

questions about first and last things. 

  



Active Durant Licenses 

The Story of Civilization: 
Our Oriental Heritage (Vol. I) Chinese SI Beijing Imaginist Time Culture 

Our Oriental Heritage (Vol. I) Korean Minumsa Publishing 

Our Oriental Heritage (Vol. I) Turkish Nesil Basim Yay 

Our Oriental Heritage (Vol. I) Vietnamese IRED Institute of Education 
 
The Life of Greece (Vol. II) Korean Minumsa Publishing 

The Life of Greece (Vol. II) Turkish Nesil Basim Yay 

The Life of Greece (Vol. II) Chinese SI Beijing Imaginist Time Culture 

The Life of Greece (Vol. II) Vietnamese IRED Institute of Education 
 
Caesar and Christ (Vol. III) Chinese SI Beijing Imaginist Time Culture 

Caesar and Christ (Vol. III) Korean Minumsa Publishing 

Caesar and Christ (Vol. III) Turkish Nesil Basim Yay 

Caesar and Christ (Vol. III) Vietnamese IRED Institute of Education 
 
Age of Faith (Vol. IV) Chinese SI Beijing Imaginist Time Culture 

Age of Faith (Vol. IV) Korean Minumsa Publishing 

Age of Faith (Vol. IV) Turkish Nesil Basim Yay 

Age of Faith (Vol. IV) Vietnamese IRED Institute of Education 
 
Renaissance (Vol. V) Chinese SI Beijing Imaginist Time Culture 

Renaissance (Vol. V) Korean Minumsa Publishing 

Renaissance (Vol. V) Turkish Nesil Basim Yay 

Renaissance (Vol. V) Vietnamese IRED Institute of Education 

Reformation (Vol. VI) Chinese SI Beijing Imaginist Time Culture 

Reformation (Vol. VI) Turkish Nesil Basim Yay 

Renaissance (Vol. V) Vietnamese IRED Institute of Education 
 
Age of Reason Begins (Vol. VII) Chinese SI Beijing Imaginist Time Culture 

Age of Reason Begins (Vol. VII) Turkish Nesil Basim Yay 

Age of Reason Begins (Vol. VII) Vietnamese IRED Institute of Education 

   
Age of Louis XIV (Vol. VIII) Chinese SI Beijing Imaginist Time Culture 

Age of Louis XIV (Vol. VIII) Turkish Nesil Basim Yay 

Age of Louis XIV (Vol. VIII) Vietnamese IRED Institute of Education 
 
Age of Voltaire (Vol. IX) Chinese SI Beijing Imaginist Time Culture 

Age of Voltaire (Vol. IX) Turkish Nesil Basim Yay 

Age of Voltaire (Vol. IX) Vietnamese IRED Institute of Education 

   
Rousseau and Revolution (Vol. X) Chinese SI Beijing Imaginist Time Culture 

Rousseau and Revolution (Vol. X) Turkish Nesil Basim Yay 



Rousseau and Revolution (Vol. X) Vietnamese IRED Institute 

   
Age of Napoleon (Vol. XI) Chinese SI Beijing Imaginist Time Culture 

Age of Napoleon (Vol. XI) Turkish Nesil Basim Yay 

Age of Napoleon (Vol. XI) Vietnamese IRED Institute 

 
 
Fallen Leaves   

 Chinese CC Business Weekly 

 Chinese SI Beijing Alpha/Books Co. 

 Korean Minumsa Publishing 

 Serbian Miba Books 

   

   

Greatest Minds and Ideas of All Time Bulgarian Pregament Press 

 Korean Minumsa Publishing 

 Portuguese (B) CEDET 

 Romanian Grup Media Litera 

 Serbian Miba Books 

   
Heroes of History   

 Romanian Grup Media Litera 

 Vietnamese Nha Nam Publishing 

   

Lessons of History   

 Arabic Aser   Elkotb 

 Albanian Minerva 

 Chinese CC Domain Publishing 

 Chinese SI Beijing Imaginist Time Culture 

 Hebrew Kinneret 

 German Munchner 

 Polish Epilog Daniel Jaworowicz 

 Portuguese (B) Faro Editorial 

 Portuguese (P) SELF Editora 

 Romanian Grup Media Litera 

 Serbian Miba Books 

 Spanish (W) Arpa Editorial 

 Ukrainian Vivat 
 
 
 
    
   

The Mansions of Philosophy/Pleasures of Philosophy 



 
 
Arabic Al Dar Al-Ahlia 

 
 

Story of Philosophy   

 Arabic Afaq Publishing House 

 Chinese CC Ye-Ren Publishing House 

 Chinese SI ThinKingdom Media Group 

 Portuguese (B) Faro Editorial 

 Portuguese (P) Cultura Editora 

 Romanian Editura Herald 

 Serbian Narodno Delo Doo Beograd 

 Spanish (W) Arpa Editorial 

 Turkish Vadi Yayincilik 

 


