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The Forbidden ity dominates the heart
of Befing. an enormous complx of

hisorial palaces,ceremonial buildings,

and administrative aeas tht i  vstige of
raditon at the geographical centre ofthe
modern metropolis. About  kilometee on evry
side and surrounded by a wide moat.the fate:
of China was controlle from hee or lmost
500 years,behind high walls tha protected

the sccrecy and mysique o imperial lfe. The
Forbidden Ciy saw 24 consecutiv rulrsof the
Ming and Qing dynastes from 1416 unil 911

The nsme ofthe Forbidden City i ot just

aivial moniker. Apart fromthefact it did.
operatelke s own lte iy, it was s
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forbiddenfor most peopc o visi. Those:
‘whawere allowes in, cven imperial amily
members, were restriced o certain areas.
Only the emperor himsef coukd go wherever
he wanted

These days. visorssctullycnte through the
gate that was reserved forfust the cmperor
Known asthe Meridian Gate it 138 metres
i 124 fcct) s hs wingson cithr side that
are meant torescmblethe cutstretched paws
of alion. (Not to be confused with the Gate of
Heavenly Peace,the conle facade with the
paloting of Mao Zedong, which s the entrance
10 thebroader Imperial City thatsurrounded
the more important Forbidden City)

Beyond the Meridian Gat,overfive masble
bridgesthat cros  ive runing through the
ity and through another gate, i the vast Outer
Coure Thisopen space could hok up 0 100000
peopl o watch wht was happening n the
centre, where a three layered errace supports
thre oficial buildings usd fo ceremonies ke
coronations and banquets. Beyond that i the
Inner Court, the more privat sanctum, with
living qusrtrs and rooms for daily governing.
Mlong the two sdes ofthecity were mazes
ofalleys and tny courtyards, connecting
administrative bulldings, more residences, and.
hall used as reception rooms, galleries, and

for minor ceremonies,

The Forbidden Cty was desgned with the
princples o feng shul and Confucianism, and
the layout s fullof symbolism nd decper
meanings - odd numbers o tings t thefront
and cven numbers a the back for nstance.

e would take more than aday to walk through
and i all these detal,but 65 worth ooking.

for the animaldecorations throughout, with
dragons represnting the omnipotcnce of

the emperor, while birds and flowers were
s tollstrsteareas used by women, ke
the empress and the concubines. There were
Intentionally o reesinthe large courts,
encouraging peopl o prepare mentally before
animportant meeing astheycrossed the wide:
open spac.

Yellow, which represented the carth, was the
colour of the emperor and was oly used for
bulldings where he would be - the cxception
cing he brary, which had a black roof
representng water, wih the hope it would
proteet the books from fire. And of course,
youllsee red everywhereinthe iy, from wal
0 colums, because i i the colour of power,
wealth, and honour.

From within these secetive walls,the cmperors
changedthe faceof China et the incredible
palace complex sl eflcts the classc heriage.
ofthe great empire.
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内容简介：
在《伟大的世界奇观》中，旅行爱好者兼作家迈克尔·托尔(michael Turtle)精心策划了世界各地最好的联合国教科文组织世界遗产，每一处都有精彩的故事和对我们共同人性的洞察。
富丽堂皇的宫殿让我们得以窥视富人和名人的生活，而伟大帝国的中心则展示了文明的演变。上个世纪的工业遗址有着令人惊讶的美，还有以爱的名义建造的令人眼花缭乱的建筑。通过这一切，是人类行为不可避免的影响，许多世界遗产直接与重要的历史事件和人联系在一起。
从埃及金字塔和泰姬陵这样的标志性建筑，到金矿和古代岩石壁画这样未被发现的宝石，《世界大奇迹》是一个美丽的收藏和探索最好(有时是最坏)历史的地方。以令人惊叹的摄影为特色，这一选择的最有趣的世界遗产不仅是一个旅游灵感的来源，它是一个令人难以置信的旅程，通过我们的世界的惊人的故事。
作者简介：
澳大利亚旅行作家迈克尔·托尔(Michael Turtle)已经去过超过75个国家(他用自己的方式通过了好几本护照)。他对文化和历史的兴趣激发了他开始寻找世界遗产，到目前为止，他已经去过320多处世界遗产，甚至还为联合国教科文组织制作了一些关于这些遗址的故事和照片。迈克尔经营着一个很受欢迎的旅游博客，时间旅行龟，他的文章和照片获得了无数奖项。在迈克尔背着背包出发闯世界之前，他在美国广播公司(ABC)做过国家电视台和电台的记者，在Triple J电台做过新闻播音员，在澳大利亚的第七频道做过娱乐制作人。
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Along  canal, & gondola sldes past s marble
church and ashop coveredin colourful
litering carnival masks. A busy ca has
patrons siting al freco sipping spizes,
while sulptures tar aceoss 2 square at &
pink palszzo. This could only be onecity on
carth (and wate) - the nchanting lalian
tressare of Venice

“The storyof Venicebeginsinthe Sth cntury
CE when the Venctians moved o severalslands
i the lagoon o escape the rakds o barbarians.
Over the next 500 years the ciy radually
expanded undil ¢ spread across 11 slands.

and Venice became the Venetisn Republic s
mafor mariime power in Europe and beyond.

“This brought wealth and with it the Venetians
twrned ther ity intoa spectacular collecton
of srehitecture and at that made it one o the
sreates captals of the medieval world

Atits heart s the Grand Canl, s name that's
Surely s undersatement besaus it s more
than grand - it i reathtaking. Bending tswsy
ack and frth through the city. s lined with
more than s hundred palszzos and six major
churches with tll tone bridges, incluing the
Iconte Rialo Brkdge, arching over the top,and
5 constant stream of bosts alon the wter, A
e cnd ofthe Grand Canal i Venezia Santa
Lucis, the tran saton, while, st the other, are:
thecity's most famous buiklings, Baslca i San
Marco (S Mark's Basilica) and Palazzo Ducale:
(the Doge's Palcc), i thecxpansiv Piszza San
Marco (S Mark's Squsre)

With muli fevelsrcads on cachofthe three
enclosed sides, S Mark's Square i ined by

fabled cafs,bars, and shops, whilethe centre
might be filled with market sals,tourists,or
even water whenthe tide isesand the gratcs
overtlow. S¢ Marks Basiics domintes the

far open end of th square, iv prominct
archways o the facade, ive domes rising
fromthe oot The colourful exterior acts 3.3
frontispcce forthe inside, which glows withthe
‘warm solden mosslcs covering most surfaces

The nelghbouring Doge' Palace s what
youmight expect from the residence of the
Fepublicsrule:opulent spartments, lvishly
decorated reception rooms, and the Incrdible
53 metre Jong (174 foot) Chamber o the Great

Council, decorsted with the longest camvas
painting inthe world, Il Parcti by Tintoreto

Bt Venice i about much more than st s
recognisableLandmarks, and s the s
visied srcas that s real charm i found,
Ancmpty path along a canl where locals
e up thir bosts,over & bridse and past s
fruit market in 2 square,torning a corner
from  quict narrow alley and stumbling
upon a busling caf. Even i these calm
neighbourhoods. esch individul bulding s
S testament to the brosder grandeur ofthe
ity Hlluminated by the rflection ofthesun
offthe wtr like a spotigh.

Thentheresrethe other lands of Venice,
particularly the famous glass blowing Murano
‘and lace making Burano. With houses as
colourful as the wares they produce within
hem, s  eminder of why this city has been
‘aninspration fo gencratons of atsts.
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