[image: image1.jpg]Similar to framing, how artists choose to pose male and female char-
acters typically aligns with divergent gender stereotypes. Posing is an
especially important factor in comic books because it is a static medium.
The superhero story is always an action-packed adventure where charac-
ters are constantly on the move, flying through the air, swinging between
buildings, or running faster than the speed of light. “Speed is, of course,
central to comics,” argues Scott Bukatman in his discussion of the fantas-
ticin Superman stories. “Since the days of Topffer, the medium itself has
scanned quickly. The iconography of comics has a number of ways to rep-
resent rapid motion. And superheroes possess speed in abundance—the
Flash is not alone. Vast speeds and scales, fundamentals of the sublime
structure the superhero universe” (2016, 196). But, in its printed format,
all this action is an illusion suggested by carefully posed images presented
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内容简介：

探讨超级英雄漫画中的艺术风格如何影响漫画叙事。

对许多读者来说，漫画艺术风格仅仅意味着对线条勾勒的角色进行简单四色渲染。事实上，现代超级英雄漫画展示了一系列复杂的艺术风格，内涵丰富多样。著名漫画学者——杰弗里·布朗评估了六种不同的超级英雄插画方法——理想主义、现实主义、可爱、复古、怪诞和黑色主义——研究每种方法如何在视觉上将超级英雄表现为一种充满意义的象征性结构。


虽然对漫画书的研究倾向于关注文本和叙事，但这本书对漫画的绘制方法给予了迟来的认可，提出这不仅是漫画书颇具吸引力的主要来源，也是这些作品所体现的价值核心。作者认为，超级英雄不应该被视为是人类的代表，而应该被视为标志性的类型，漫画艺术一直在试图传达这一点。即使是最逼真的漫画绘图，也旨在暗示的不是人类，而是想法——关于身体和社会的想法。因此，超级英雄的出现直接或间接地影响着所讲述的故事，以及读者对正义、权威、性别、青春期、性、种族、暴力和其他政治和文化生活核心概念的看法。
作者简介：

杰弗里·布朗（Jeffrey A. Brown）是鲍灵格林州立大学（Bowling Green State University）的“大众文化”方向的教授。他的其他作品包括《蝙蝠侠身份的多重性：作为文化纽带的当代漫画书中的超级英雄》（Batman and the Multiplicity of Identity: The Contemporary Comic Book Superhero as Cultural Nexus）和《爱、性、性别与超级英雄》（Love, Sex, Gender, and Superheroes）。他还是其他关于“漫画书”和“超级英雄”主题书籍的作者。
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[image: image2.jpg]appropriate for the extremely young target audi-
ences. The “Li’L Leaguers” story reveals how differ-
ent the Cute superheroes are by reworking the basic
beginnings of the heroes. The Cute superheroes’ ori-
gins are repositioned as a sanitized version of one of
the most important conventions in the genre: per-
sonal tragedy. Li’l Superman cheerfully reveals that
in his reality he is not the lone survivor of the doomed
planet Krypton. Li’l Krypton is fine, Cute Superman
sees his birth parents all the time . . . they just sent
him to Earth to keep him dry when it got rainy on
Krypton. Likewise, Li’l Batman’s origin humorously
rewrites one of the most famous and tragic scenes in
popular culture. Rather than witnessing his parents
being murdered in an alley, Li’l Batman dramati-
cally explains that his parents were simply “pushed
to the ground. Two shoves, and nothing was ever
the same again. I swore that night that no one would
ever be bullied in Gotham City.” The adult Batman
is incredulous and decides to preserve L'il Batman’s
innocence by not revealing the gruesome’death of
his own parents. As figures that are not shaped by
the type of tragedies that provide the mativation for
almost every mature version of the superhero, the
Cute superheroes remain firmly ensconced in the
realm of childhood. Having never lost their inno-
cence through tragedy, the Cute superheroes are
an effective means to rewrite the characters for pre-
school-aged audiences. These are versions of popular
characters that little kids can identify with, without
the frightening specter of parents being killed.
This_alternate-version of Li’l Batman’s origin
story, with Thomas and Martha Wayne simply being
shoved rather than murdered, may be included for
humor; but the absurdity of the change signifies just
how far apart Cute superheroes are from their adult counterparts in gen-
eral. The devastating murder of young Bruce Wayne’s parents is one of the
most sacrosanct and often-repeated moments in modern fiction. The scene
is represented or alluded to in hundreds of Batman comic books and with
every film version of the character. The Waynes’ murder is so familiar that
when it was depicted yet again in Zack Snyder’s movie Batman v. Superman:
Dawn of Justice (2016), numerous critics complained about it. A review in
the Atlantic grumbled: “It presents us yet again with the robbery-murder of

SUPER CUTE MANGA, KAWAII, AND INFANTILIZATION | 163

6.9 From

Superman/Batman
#51(2008), Rafael
Albuquerque, artist,
DC Comics.




谢谢您的阅读！

请将回馈信息发至：郭丹娅 (Leah Guo)

安德鲁﹒纳伯格联合国际有限公司北京代表处

北京市海淀区中关村大街甲59号中国人民大学文化大厦1705室, 邮编：100872

电话：010-82449325

传真：010-82504200

Email: Leah@nurnberg.com.cn
网址：www.nurnberg.com.cn

微博：http://weibo.com/nurnberg
豆瓣小站：http://site.douban.com/110577/
微信订阅号：ANABJ2002

[image: image4.jpg]



1

