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· 万圣节主题：非常适合万圣节推广，收录各种怪物、神秘生物与恐怖传说。
· 阴森艺术风格：Devin Forst的怪物肖像风格阴暗神秘，类似Brom和Neil Gaiman作品的视觉气质。Devin Forst曾获IPPY 2021 铜奖。
· 同系列阅读体验：虽不是直接续作，但与Amazing Immortals 采用类似的礼品书形式，并以多文化神话为主题。
· 多元文化：收录 60+种来自世界各地的知名或冷门怪物。
· 便携阅读：不同于大型百科式图书，这本书尺寸小巧，适合青少年随身携带、随时翻阅。

内容简介：

一只罗马尼亚的吸血亡灵从坟墓中爬出；床底下传来“床底怪”的利爪刮擦声；女妖的哀嚎在爱尔兰夜色中回荡；西弗吉尼亚树林边缘，一双发光的眼睛——蛾人正在凝视；而在圣诞节前夜，克朗普斯会降临惩罚淘气的孩子……

在《怪异与可怖之物：萦绕梦境的怪物指南》中，作者兼插画家Devin Forst将带领读者展开一场全球噩梦巡游。本书汇集来自世界各地的阴森民间传说、可怕神话和诡异故事，通过详尽研究揭示近 80种潜伏在人类古老恐惧中的黑暗生物。

这本插图丰富的中高年级读物特别适合 恐怖故事与角色扮演游戏爱好者。书中不仅讲述怪物的故事，也探索这些故事背后的人类文化与心理。

书中收录的怪物来自多种文化传统，包括：非洲、阿兹特克、英国、中国、埃及、菲律宾、希腊、印度、爱尔兰、日本、美索不达米亚、墨西哥、中东、北欧、北美与原住民文化、斯拉夫文化、南美。既有古典神话中的怪物，也有当代民间传说中的神秘生物。

如果你敢，就翻开这本书。但要小心……有时候，怪物真的会咬人。

本书的章节包括：

邪恶女巫与可怖老妪
非自然的不死生物
阴森的幽灵与亡魂
恐怖类人怪物
诡秘神秘生物（传说中的未证实生物）
威胁性的怪兽
邪恶妖精与精灵
黑暗神祇
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[image: IMG_256]戴文·福斯特(Devin Forst) 是一位出生于美国宾夕法尼亚州的插画家，对黑暗与超自然主题情有独钟。他的第一本书Witches Through History: Grimoire and Oracle Deck 在出版两个月后即再版，并推出意大利语版本和 2025年主题日历。除了不断增长的Instagram粉丝群体，他还为多个品牌和出版机构创作艺术作品，包括：Wicked Clothes、Creep-O-Rama、Dark Hart Books、Illumicrate、Macmillan。他毕业于宾夕法尼亚艺术与设计学院。戴文还为诗人Liz Kay的诗集The Witch Tells the Story and Makes It True 绘制插图，该书获得 IPPY 2021 铜奖。他目前居住在美国宾夕法尼亚州的兰卡斯特。
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UNNATURAL UNDEAD

While there are countless undead entities, none are as
well-known as the vampire, typically a night-wandering
creature that rises from the grave to sup on the blood of
the living These creatures have sprung from one older
source: the Strigol.

Wandering through an ancient cemetery at night, you are
drawn to one of oldest tombstones, hidden away in a far,
dark corner. Beneath it, a hole in the earth contains an
empty coffin lined with blood-stained fabric and the
discarded bodies of rodents. The hair on the back of your
neck rises as you feel something brush by you. You turn
around to come face-to-face with the owner of the grave.
With piercing eyes and clawed hands, it grins at you,

revealing rows of sharp, red-stained teeth. You turn to run

but the Strigoi is upon you, sinking its teeth into your
neck to drain your blood. As the light drains from your eyes,
it transforms into a monstrous bat, flying offinto the night.

In Romanian mythos, Strigoi can become invisible, stop
ain from coming, and transform themselves intoany
numberof animals, particularly bats, birds, rats, and wolves.

Hanging garlic (or placing it into the body or coffin of the
deceased) may ward them off. Driving astake into the
heart or head of the creature, beheading and reburying
them, or burning the body entirely may kill them for good.

Strange and Terrible Things

COMMONLY FOUND

Romania

IN MODERN TIMES
One of the hundreds
of films and TV
shows based on the
Tore of vampires, The
Strain by Guillermo
del Toro features a
type of Strigoi taking
over NYCin the
modern era.

ORIGIN OF THE NAME
The name Strigoi
may derive from the
old Latin and Greek
terms strix and
striga, referring to
amalicious, blood-
drinking owl or witch.

True Stories

In 2003, in the Romanian village
of Marotinu de Sus, the body of a deceased
farm laborer was exhumed and sprinkled with
garlic; his heart was taken out and burnt, as
members of his family began to fall ill after
his death. His sister said he had become
a Strigoi and was feeding on them.
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MENACING MONSTERS

Countless tales of ses

d serpent-dragons exist in

mythology worldwide, but the terrible Nidhogg of Norse

lore s especially fearsome. This great beast is a consumer

of corpses and serves as a harbinger of chaos.

You come across a colossal tree so vast that you can barely
seeits crown. Atits base is a tangled mass of roots. Suddenly,
one of them begins toslither through the others like agigantic
snake, with large spines running down its back. From within
the dark coils of roots, a massive, dragon-like creature emerges
with crooked, pointed teeth and horns sprouting from its

skull. Its two front limbs are short and clawed, stained with

blood. The dreaded serpent Nidhogg has come. It roars,
venom pouring from its mouth, before it strikes, coiling

aroundyou and dragging you deep into the Earth.

In Norse mythology, Nidhogg resides among the roots of

the World Tree (a cosmic tr

e that supports the universe),

e tales, it feasts:

constantly gnawing at thern. In s
the corpses of murderers and oath-breakers in the realm of

sa

fel. It is said that Nidhogg seeks to destroy the roots of the

iontothe

o1ld Tree, bringing chaos and des

| COMMONLY FOUND
Nordic countries

ORIGIN OF THE NAME
| Nidhogg, or Nidhagar,

is Old Norse for “curse-
| striker”or "hewho

strikes with malice.”

Versions of Nidhogg
| have appeared in
video games such
as World of Warcraft
‘ and God of War:
Ragnarok, as well
‘ as in the Digimon

‘ STRANGE FACTS

card game.

Menacing Monsters 147
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FIENDISH FRERIES

LUNANTISIDHE

Thereare many different types o

aerie folk, with some

ruling overspecific parts of nature. One such group is
Vicious Lunantisidhe, who dwell among the blackthorn trees

Anold man stumbles home from a party and accidentally
breaks abranch of a blackthorn tree. The tree comes alive
with the sounds of crawling and chittering, as though a
swarm of angry insects is gathering. In the boughs of the
tree, a small figure appears at the end of a branch. The pale,
thin, wrinkled creature has skin covered in thorny spikes;
long arms, and long, pointed teeth and ears. Its eyes shine
with fury like small stars, and it lets out a sharp shriek asa
gang of others just like it crawl out onto the branches above
the old man. The Lunantisidhe jump from the branches of the
blackthorn and attack him, pricking and scratching his skin
as he screams for help.

‘The Lunantisidhe are small but dangerous faeries that
guard black
atnigh
wander and worship a moon goddess.
taken torespect blackthorns, one may face the wrat
these spiky spirits.

n trees from hu it
and are said to leave the tree under a full moon to

pecial care s

160  Strange and Terrible Things

)

COMMONLY FOUND
Ireland and Wales

STRANGE FACTS
Due to the fear of
blackthorn-dwelling
faeries, blackthorn
branches are
sometimes cut only
on certain days or
at specific times,

to avoid angering
whatever may
reside within.
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HEINOUS HAGS

Perhaps no hag has stood the test of time like the infamous COMMONLY FOUND
Baba Yaga. This ancient and ferocious witch has haunted Belarus, Bosnia
Slavic mythology for centuries. While she is sometimes | and Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Czechia,
oflife and death fo et Macecorie,
OGRS | Poland, Slovenia,
Russia, and Ukraine

seenasa keeperand guardian of the wilderness, she is

often associated with the working

Imagine walking through a dense forest when you happen

upon an old wooden fence lined with bones and skulls. The

IN MODERN TIMES

. - Baba Yaga has been
inside. A heavy rumbling harkens the arrival of an ancient- etiibedi el

eyes of the skulls spring tolife the gate opens, and youstep |

looking hut, perched on giant chicken legs, which stops in such as the Hellboy
frontofyou | comics and the 2019
S film, as well as in the

L35
BTRANGE . Ashadow flies swiftly out the door, landing in front of Dungeons & Dragons

you. It is Baba Yaga. She sits within a massive mortar, |catolecplayine gate)

FAGTS talsiedtothesid,

clawed hands. She grabs your arm, and you feel a chill

nd carries a large pestle in her

Baba Yaga's chicken-
"~ footed hut may have course through your body as she invites you into her hut,

been inspired by forest grinning savagely.
storehouses built on
stilts made of stumps | Those who oppo:
and roots. ! & and tak

oroffend Baba Yaga are snatched up

1 back to her home to be cooked and eaten. In
some stories, Baba Yaga plays the role of a reluctant guide
orhelping hand to those who are lost or seek her out

However, they typically must complete a strange and nearly

mpossible task, such as removing tiny poppy seeds from

grains of

dirt, or risk becoming her next meal.

Heinous Hags 13
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HEINOUS HAGS

The Cherokee

the Raven Mo

thessick a

Resting from an illness as evening approaches, a sudden
flash appears outside the window of a young boy, followed
by the sound of a raven cawing, as though it s diving
toward him. A strong wind blows through his window, and |
aglowing, fiery shape like a huge bird enters the room. The
light dies down, and before him stands a Raven Mocker, her
old body mottled with decay. Her long arms end in hideous
talons, and her sunken face contorts as she screeches, her
head transforming into that of a grotesque bird with
blazing eyes. With a wave of her hand, the boy is thrown

from his bed and pressed to the floor, all his energy sucked |

from his body before the Raven Mocker steals his heartand |  cOMMONLY FOUND
eats it to prolong her own life | Cherokee people,
United States

hile the Raven Mocker is

ugly appearance, she is often invisible unless seen’b
skilled shaman. O

IN MODERN TIMES

Aversion of the

ne s seen in her true form,

diewithin seven days. Certain talismans, herbs, and RSen Medier

chants may keep heravay, but these are usuallyoffered | appearsinastory

byashaman from Ghost Days,
\ written by Asher
§ Elbein.
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